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RECOMMENDATION
The RAG discuss and provide advice on data rules for the Torres Strait Tropical Rock Lobster Fishery (the Fishery).

The data rules are proposed to assign catch records with unknown or missing information to either the TIB catch, TVH catch or processor-to-processor trading.
The recommended data rules are:

1. Where Seller-Type is identified as a processor then the corresponding catch record should be interpreted as a duplicate associated with a Processor-to-Processor trade and as such should not be included in the catch for the TIB sector. The DATA_TYPE associated with these records is therefore set to ‘PROCESSOR’.

a. An exception is made for the records associated with Joseph Dai where DATA_TYPE=‘TIB’.

2. Where Seller-Type is identified as processor but the Seller-Name is a business name then the corresponding catch record should be identified with the fishery sector (TIB or TVH). The DATA-TYPE is listed as ‘TVH-TradeName’ or ‘TIB-TradeName’ respectively.

3. Where Vessel-Type is identified as a TVH-vessel then the corresponding catch record should be interpreted as a duplicate associated with the TVH sector and as such should not be included in the catch for the TIB sector. The DATA-TYPE is listed as TVH.

a. Note, whether or not the corresponding catch is contained in the TVH database needs to be checked.

4. Where Vessel-Type identifies the distinguishing symbol as an ‘F-symbol’ then the corresponding catch record should be included in the catch for the TIB sector and the DATA-TYPE is listed as ‘TIB’. 
a. An exception is made for the two vessels with the symbol FXYC or FWED which are TVH vessels and for these records the DATA-TYPE is listed as ‘TVH’.

5. Where Related-Log is blank then the corresponding catch record should be identified as a catch for the TIB sector and the DATA-TYPE is listed as ‘TIB’.
6. All other records should be attributed to the TIB sector and the DATA-TYPE listed as ‘TIB’.

a. After fitting the five rules above, only 1055 records (of the 77,358 in total) remained un-assigned. Note: all but 3 of the 1055 (22 of the 25 vessels-symbols) occur in the Docket-Book database where the DATA-TYPE has already been assigned to the TIB sector
KEY ISSUES
The Torres Strait Buyers and Processors Docket Book (TDB01) is the principle source of catch and effort information for the traditional inhabitant boat (TIB) sector. There are a number of issues relating to TDB01 catch records:
The catches reported in the docket book can also be reported in the Torres Strait Tropical Rock Lobster Daily Fishing log (TRL04) and catches sold between processors may be recorded in the docket book. Recording of TVH catch and on-sold product between processors results in duplicate catch records and uncertainty in the catch taken in the Fishery.
A number of mechanisms have been introduced in an attempt to reduce duplicate catch records, however a number of uncertainties still remain (see Attachment A for more information):
1. The docket book related-logs field to record if the catch has been reported elsewhere. The fisher or processor may accidently not complete this field and therefore duplicate catches are not identified.
2. The docket book seller-type field to identify the fisher by name/entity which can be used to identify between TIB and TVH fishers. Seller names are often not included, misspelt or a nickname is used reducing the utility of this field.

3. The docket-book vessel-type field to identify vessels with a symbol listed in the TVH logbook data.

For a large number of records the information within the field’s seller-type and related-log is missing or unknown. Given the uncertainty a number of data rules for classifying the data as TIB, TVH or processor-to-processor is needed. Once the rules are established they can be used consistently each year to assign any unknown data to a data type.

Tropical Rock Lobster RAG No.20, 4-5 April 2017
Agenda Item 5

