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FOR DISCUSSION


RECOMMENDATION
The RAG discuss and provide advice on the data requirements, data analysis and the potential costs and benefits of industry run TRL surveys. 
KEY ISSUES
1. Industry participation in research has many benefits, including the potential for improved management. Industry has shown interest in taking a greater role in data collection. At the same time exploring options for delivering cost-effective research has become increasingly important with changes to research funding levels and increasing research priorities of other Torres Strait Fisheries. Further, under a tiered harvest strategy (agenda item 8) increased flexibility for the how data is collected may be important when evaluating catch-cost trade-offs associated with different assessment options.
2. One option which has been extensively explored is to include industry divers on CSIRO run fishery-independent surveys. Workplace insurance requirements however make this option unviable at this time.
3. At its meeting on 27-28 August 2016 the TRL Working Group noted advice that one potential cost saving is for industry to conduct parts of the TRL surveys. For example industry could be trained and contracted to complete survey transects. Members noted that this option should be costed to take into account any training requirements and the likely auditing regime required to use data collected by industry divers. 
4. The Working Group agreed for CSIRO to provide written advice on the likely costs and procedures required to contract industry divers to assist with TRL research surveys. This advice should include the likely cost to integrate industry collected data into the overall survey data. 
5. CSIRO will provide an update on any work undertaken to date at the meeting.

6. The RAG is asked to discuss and provide advice on necessary analysis/ information requirements to assess the potential costs and benefits with using data collected through industry run TRL stock surveys.
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